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GARDEN BAY SAILING CLUB
Skipper’s Boat

Nexus, Newport 33
John Mattison

The Newport 33 was first launched in 1971 by Capital 
Yachts, and continued to be built until 1996.  Capital Yachts also 
built the Gulf and Neptune lines of sailboats.  The Newport was 
designed by Gary Mull, who was  one of the most prolific and 
successful US sailboat designers in the latter half of the 20th 
century.  He worked for Capital Yachts together with designers 
Cuthbertson & Cassian who formed C&C Yachts.  Other designs 
by Gary were Santana, Ranger, Buccaneer, and Freedom  to name 
but a few. 

Nexus was custom ordered and built in 1984 for her original 
owner who proudly observed her manufacture in Newport, 
California, and then sailed her back to Alaska.  This person was 
also my best friend.  He died in a construction site accident a year 
later and I bought her from his  estate in 1986 and have owned 
her ever since.  He named her Nexus which means “the link” or 
“the connection” and it still is that to me today.  

I have done relatively few modifications (compared to others 
in our fleet) on the boat, mostly trying to just maintain her 
original beauty.   I did add roller furling several years  ago and re-
cut my then 135%  hank sail to a resulting approx 110% furling 
sail, a new paint job 3 years ago to match the original gel coat 
color, and a new 150%  UK genoa this year.  It wasn’t worth 
recutting the 30 year old 150 hank-on.  I also updated the Sat-
Nav to a GPS chart plotter and kept the original Nav-5 
electronics.  She only has a 14 hp Universal (Kabota) 2-banger 
diesel yet I can motor up to 6 kph.  

The interior is quite comfortable and spacious  for a 33’ boat.  
I haven’t seen a boat of similar size that I like the interior layout 
better, or find roomier.  She has  6’4” headroom and I can almost 
stand up straight.  Two of us  even fit in the V-birth stretched out.  
Three of us  spent a month straight on board bringing her down 
from Alaska,  without feeling suicidal or homicidal.  She is 

completely finished in teak with leaded glass cabinets,  a flip up & 
out table that can seat up to 6, and ample windows for light.        

Sailing Nexus  is a joy.  She’s  light, quick responding, goes to 
weather well, and comes with all the controls & lines that any 
sailor could want to play with (or not)  including full spinnaker 
gear.  The T-shaped cockpit provides a lot of room to move about 
the wheel and other people.  She has a lot of attractive, yet pain 
in the neck, teak trimmings on the outside and a skookum-looking 
reverse-transom cherry stern that I just wish more people would 
look at during our races. 

The chart below compares the main specifications against 
two others in the fleet with the same handicap:

NEWPO
RT 33

C&C 29 
MK1

SAN 
JUAN 
S2 7.9 

GRAND 
SLAM

LOA 33.00 29.58 25.92

LWL 27.00 23.58 21.67

Draft 5.20 6.00 5.00

Ballast lbs 4000 2700 1750

Displacement lbs 9500 7500 4250

100% Sail Area 

sq ft

466 422 329

SA/D Ratio

=SA/(Disp/64)

(2/3)

16.62 17.62 20.06

D/L Ratio 215.47 255.39 186.45

Ballast/

Displacement %

42.11% 36.00% 41.18%

PHRF Rating & 

Correction Factor

174

.9366

174

.9366

174

.9366

Adjusted Minutes 

per hour
56 56 56

These numbers should be very cautiously compared especially 
in the case of the SA/D as  they only show each with the jib 
calculated at 100% of the fore area triangle.    There is also no 
account taken in the Displacement number for the well stocked 
bar and galley, or the lack thereof ! 
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GARDEN BAY SAILING CLUB
Saturday Race Results
February did not get off to a good 

start.   The First race of the year was a 

complete washout due to the total lack of 
even a zephyr of wind.  After waiting 
around for an hour skippers eventually had 

to call it a day and go home.
The second weekend was in total 

contrast with winds gusting 20+ knots  in 
the forecast, together with scattered rain.  

There were no takers for that day!
On the 20th the winds were at last just 

right to provide good sailing for the eight 

boats  that came out.   As  is  usual for PH 
there were some big holes and a few quiet 
and tricky areas  where 90 degree wind 

shifts  were experienced, but that is  what we 
love about sailing here.

The last race of the month brought 
out eight boats  in cloudy conditions.  The 

wind shadow at the start line between 
Mary Islet and Barker’s  dock caused an 
immediate split of the fleet into two, with 

Pretender getting a quick and clear lead.  
As the race progressed the wind gradually 
filled in.  By the time the lead boats 

reached Scardon Islands the gap between 
the first and last had narrowed,  and a lead 
change had occurred as the first three 
became stalled in a windless  area.  

Thereafter the leaders  were able to 
increase their control of the race.  Towards 
the end, the last three boats  decided the 

lure of the bar at the Grasshopper was 
more appealing than trying to finish the 
race, and retired!

Boat Inspection
Gary White from The Bitter End in 
Gibsons has agreed to come up to inspect 

members boats and to advise them on 
rigging, set up and sail improvements.  He 
will be accompanied by Dennis Lefeaux 

who is North Sails’ ‘Sail Care Manager’.  
Dennis has worked for North Sails since 

1981, and has extensive knowledge on 
repairing and building sails.

This will take place after the race on 
Saturday, 19 March.  They should arrive at 

Fisherman’s around three, or a little later. 
Anyone interested should tie up at 
Fisherman’s where Gary will review their 

boats.

 Cruise Schedule
    Please note the following dates  for this 

year’s Race/Cruise season:
28-29 May	 Secret Cove
18-19 June	 Van Anda

13-14 August	 Nanaimo
3-5 September	 Princess Louisa
       Andy Paulus is  the Cruise coordinator 

if you should have any questions.  Email 
Paulus1@dccnet.com

 Malaspina Regatta
I am delighted to advise that 

Fisherman’s Resort has  agreed once again 
to be the host venue for this year’s 

Malaspina Regatta, which will take place 
on the 2nd of  July.

This year we are opening up the 

rregatta to a two day event.  The main race 
will be on Saturday, with the BBQ in the 
evening,.  On Sunday we will hold an in 
harbour race.

GBSC Memberships
At the time of writing we had 38 

renewals out of the 55 memberships  we 
had last year.   If you have not already sent 
in your fees please do so asap.  If you need 
the form let me know.  Thank you.

Summer Race Series
This year’s Summer Series starts on 2 

April,  so if you have not cleaned your boat 
you still have a month to get it done!

Remember that everyone gets points 
just for showing up, so the more times you 

participate the better chance you have of 

improving your score compared with the 
less frequent players.

The Summer Series  runs until the end 
of September,  so I look forward to seeing 

you out for the Saturday Races.

For Sale or Free
This section of the Newsletter is  for 

members to advertize any boating items 
that they may want to sell or give away.

David Pritchard:  Weems and Plath 

Log Book.  New and looking for a good 
home.    		 	 	

Email  davidpritchardph@gmail.com 

App from C-Tow
C-Tow has recently launched a new free 

App for boaters. It is available on the App 
Store and on Google Play Store.  It  is 

loaded with many handy features including 

up-to-date weather information, local tides 
and current conditions, Maps showing 

nearby facilities, latitude & longitude, your 

vessel speed and compass, marine markers, 
navigation lights, and a pre-departure 

check list.  This  should be a consideration 
for any members who plan on cruising.  It 

also has a button with “Call C-Tow” for 

assistance (members only).  Take a look. 

Editor’s Correction to 

Sail Improvements
In the last Newsletter I stated that 

Tommy Spooner was getting a new Genoa 
& Mainsail.  That is incorrect.  He is 
getting a new Genoa and a new dodger!  

My mistake.

Next Meeting
The next Meeting will be held 

following the Saturday Race on March 12.  
If there is no race we will meet at 12 noon, 
at the Grasshopper Pub.

Fair Winds
David Ll. Twentyman
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