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Brad and Eliza had an excellent adventure!
See pages 5 & 6 for the story! 

Algerine Passage Sailing Race
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Here are the results for May, only 2 races

Chilly  Gross     3
Peregrine     3
Linnea     9
Addycake  12
Raven Lunatic  15

 

Summer Race Series April and May

Chilly           Gross 12  Net   9
Peregrine   30   23
Linnea    43   35
Elua Makani   46   40
Addycake   52   44

Race Results for May! 

Upwood Cup Race
Last weekend we had our annual Upwood Cup Race. This race starts just outside the harbour and we race 
down to Secret Cove and back over the wekend. We had 11 boats signed on and at noon Saturday we were 
o� on a close beat all the way to the �nish in 6 to 8 knot winds. And what a beautiful day it was! Saturday 
afternoon and evening our sailors gathered on the dock at Secret Cove Marina an mingled just like the good 
old days. It was lovely to be back to somewhat normal! Sunday morning we had an earlier start at 10:00 and 
it’s it good thing we did. The wind was almost non existent. On Chilly the trip down took 2 hours, the ride 
back was 5. Still, it was warm, sunny and the 5 hours were well spent. Not everyone was into the slow going 
however and only 5 boats crossed the �nish line. Sparkle Plenty showed us all how its done on both legs for 
a solid win of this years Upwood Cup Race. Congratulations to all that attended and especially Sparkle Plenty!

Combined results were...  
1, Sparkle Plenty
2, Raven Lunatic

3, Chilly
4, Imagine

5, Wide Side

Lots more racing to come! 
We have another month left in the spring series. A new series starts on July 3rd. 

Haven’t been participating? 
Get your boat prepared and join in with the rest of the club! 

The racing, while competitive, is also relaxed and fun. 

There are a couple more cruise/races in the works too. 
I believe one is a bit of a multi day adventure to the Harmony Islands. I’m in! 

Stay tuned! 



Mark your calendars for this Pender Harbour Tradition! 

Last Day for Registrations and BBQ Tickets, Friday, June 17 

Boat Registration & BBQ Tickets:   $25 per vessel.   BBQ Tickets: $25 per Person 

        Please e-Transfer funds to  davidtwentyman@dccnet.com, or  

mail cheque to  GBSC, 13219 Dames Road, Garden Bay, BC. V0N 1S1, by June 17 

Registration Forms: Please complete and return together with copy of Insurance by June 17 

Race Day. Saturday, July 2  

Race Start:   10:30 am 

Race Course:  Long or Short Course will be advised on race day 

Race Duration:  5.5 Hours 

Regatta BBQ:  Begins at 6:00 pm at the Legion, Madeira Park. Pre-Paid BBQ Tickets can be 
    picked up at the Door  

In-Harbour Race. Sunday, July 3  

Race Start:   12:00 noon between Madeira Park and Oyster Bay 

Race Course:  To be advised 

Race Duration:  3 Hours 

If you have any questions please contact davidtwentyman@dccnet.com 

33rd. Malaspina Regatta 
July 2-3, 2022
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 33rd  MALASPINA  ANNUAL  REGATTA 

Saturday – July 2, 2022 

! "#$%&!'&$() *')+ *")&!, *-(!.  
Skippers Name______________________________________________ 

Address____________________________    Postal Code_____________ 

Email Address______________________________________________ 

Phone Numbers: Res__________________   Business_______________ 

Vessel Name_______________________________________________ 

Sail Number / or Logo_________________   Hull Colour____________ 

Vessel Type _________________________   Length Overall__________ 

PHRF Rating (If known)_________TCF____ Assigned TCF __________ 

Send this Form, a copy of Insurance, and Fee of $25.00 together with $25 per 
Person for BBQ Tickets to davidtwentyman@dccnet.com by Friday, June 17, 2022. 

Funds can be paid by e-Transfer, or 

Send cheques payable to the GBSC, 13219 Dames Rd, Garden Bay, BC. V0N1S1 

M.A.R. Waiver 

In consideration of acceptance of this entry, I acknowledge that my boat is my 
responsibility, and that I will be entering this program at my own risk and will save 
harmless the M.A.R Race Committee and all others involved in organizing and managing 
this program from any liability, actions, claims or demands whatsoever, that may arise 
from participating in this program.         

   

Signed______________________    Date_________ 

33rd Malaspina Regatta RegForm
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A new race for me…
The Algerine Passage Sailing Race runs every year between the two communities of Comox and Powell River 
over the long weekend in May.  This race is co-sponsored by the Comox Bay Sailing Club and the Powell River 
Sailing Club with the race starting in one community and ending in the other. The two sailing clubs take turns 
hosting the race with sailboats racing East to West one year and the opposite direction the following year. 
 
For this reason, the race is held over a three-day weekend to give the away boats time on Saturday to sail 
across the strait the day before the start. The race is then held on the Sunday with a dinner that evening 
hosted by the yacht club at the �nish line end. The holiday Monday then provides a day for the away boats to 
return to home port. 

The Algerine Race was �rst run in 1970 and has been sailed every year since except for a Covid induced hiatus 
in 20/21. It is named after the stretch of water between Texada and Harwood Islands – the Algerine Passage! 
Ideally the course is 27nm long and includes marks at the Grant Reefs buoy and through the narrow channel 
crossing the Comox Bar.

This year, the race was to be run in an West to East direction from Comox inner harbour, across the bar, round 
Grant Reefs marker, past Harwood Island to a �nish line o� Powell River. Unfortunately, a forecast of light 
winds led Tom Gornall, the Commodore of the CBYC, to declare a shortened course this year that started just 
East of the Comox Bar, across to Vivian Island (by Harwood) with a �nish at the Cyril Rock mark o� the North 
end of Texada. A 17 nm course.

I took Raven Lunatic up to Powell River on the Friday before the race weekend and overnighted at Westview 
Harbour Marina. My sailing partner Eliza joined the boat Saturday morning after driving up from home and 
we motor-sailed Raven Lunatic across to Comox in very light winds tying up at the dock in Comox Valley 
Marina.  Saturday night was the skippers meeting where we learned of the modi�ed course and were met 
and welcomed by the other skippers. Lots of questions and good-natured joshing about our boat as most had 
seen Raven Lunatic on the dock. Four clubs were being represented in the race with two boats also joining 
the race from the Deep Bay Yacht Club. There would be 12 boats registered for the next day’s race. Results for 
the race timing would be based on BC Sailing PHRF’s which ranged from 90 to 228.

Algerine Passage Sailing Race
by Brad Lowell

(please see the course map on page one)

Continued.....
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Sunday morning dawned sunny with the predicted absence of wind. After a quick breakfast, Eliza and I 
motored out to the start line which was pinned on one end with the bell buoy at the entrance to Comox Bar 
and a committee boat on the other. It was a surprisingly short start line and not knowing the 
“competitiveness” of the local sailors I was a bit apprehensive about maneuvering in tight quarters. 
Fortunately, most stayed back from the line and we had a clean start with good position. Almost immediately 
one of the boats (I later learned it was Tom, the commodore of the Comox Yacht Club) headed more to the 
south on a single tack almost as far as Texada. The rest of the �eet tacked into a light breeze and following the 
race rules keeping the pair of cardinal buoys outside Comox Bar to port as we aimed our vessels at Vivian Rock 
13 nm away to the NE. About half way across the wind started to build and swung to the SE. Eliza and I decided 
to launch the asymmetric 1.5 spinnaker. It was a tight angle but we had had good success with this sail at tight 
angles before and were also expecting the wind to keep swinging south which would give us a real boost! Y
es…best laid plans… The wind continued to build to 12 knots and at that tight angle we were over-canvased 
and just hanging on – even rounding up a few times. Raven Lunatic though responded well when the 
spinnaker sheet was eased and would stand right back up. At this point we realized what Tom’s strategy had 
been as his J24 was now �ying a spinnaker and at a better angle to the wind. He came rocketing back up the 
strait until he was just o� our starboard side where we ran along together for a while. 

It was at this point we noticed the heading we were on was actually too far south to make the mark at Vivian
Island. At the start of the race, we had marked a point on the horizon where Vivian Island would be as it was 
too small to see during the early stages of the race and with our hands full keeping Raven Lunatic upright had 
no time to check the GPS. Once we realized our error easing our sheets and heading more North brought 
Raven Lunatic into her sweet spot and we pulled away from the J24 making the turn at Vivian Island with a 
good 20 minutes lead. From Vivian Island to the �nish line at Cyril rock is only 4.5 nm so we were applauding 
ourselves on a well-run race when the wind died completely leaving us rolling in the slop. The J24 managed 
to make the turn at the mark and then fell into the same hole. Again, though he took a di�erent tack and 
worked his way over toward Powell River shore while Eliza and I launched the code zero sail and worked 
every pu�. Thankfully after 45 minutes the wind started to �ll in again from the SE building to 15 knots and 
we found ourselves beating into a building chop that was hard for Raven Lunatic to gain speed. We decided 
to fall o� and head into the partial protection of Texada Island where the smaller waves allowed us to pick up 
speed. Once more Tom’s strategy paid o� and he could beam reach across to the �nish line. This resulted in a 
near photo �nish with Raven Lunatic doing one less tack and bringing home the trophy for line honours 
while Tom took the overall trophy on corrected time!

We sailed into Powell River Westview marina, cleared the boat away and while Eliza headed out to catch a 
ferry home I chatted with the other boats as they continued to come into harbour over the next few hours. 
We had all been surprised by the increase in wind strength with one boat losing both a spinnaker halyard and 
their main halyard. Fortunately, the main halyard parted right at the �nish line!
We all headed up to a local restaurant for a great dinner, some more laughs and the awards ceremony. Raven 
Lunatic came home the next day with a lovely following wind while managing to stay on plane for extended 
periods of time…this time with no broaching!
A great race, a great bunch of sailors….I’ll be back!
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Thanks to the GPS you know where you are, you can check your position against the sextant, see the 
di�erence, note any little errors, gradually correct them and become almost as good as the GPS itself.
 (Bernard Moitessier)

Oh I have to go down to the sea again

To sail o'er the wind and the surf

Though I'm not all that keen

If you see what I mean

But I must get my money's worth.

The enraged female crew member complained to the skipper's wife.

"Your husband keeps trying to hold me and kiss me," she complained.

"Oh sure, honey," said the wife, "he was like that with me when we �rst got 
married. But do not worry, he soon gets over it. ”

The Thirsty Sailor.

A thirsty sailor runs from his boat to the nearest bar and shouts to the bartender, 
"Give me twenty shots of your best scotch, quick!"

The bartender pours out the shots, and the sailor drinks them as fast as he can.

The bartender is very impressed and exclaims, "Wow. I never saw anybody drink that fast."

The sailor replies, "Well, you'd drink that fast too, if you had what I have."

The bartender says, "Oh my God! What is it? What do you have ?"

"Fifty cents !"

Question,
" When were your spirits at their loest ebb? "
Answer,
"When the gin gave out.
(Sir Francis Chichester)


	 GBSC News121pg1.ai
	GBSC news#121pg2.ai
	GBSC News#121pg3.ai
	GBSC News#121pg4.ai
	GBSC News#121pg5.ai
	GBSC News#121pg6.ai
	GBSC News#121pg7.ai

